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Proposed Slate of Officers for 

the CGCAS 2015-2016 Board  

 

It’s that time of year again, summer means it 

is time to choose the members of the CGCAS Board. 

Below is the proposed slate of officers for the next 

year. If you are interested in getting involved on the 

board, nominations will be accepted through June 

5th by emailing Dawn Hayes 

at cgcas.postmaster@gmail.com.   

President:  Dawn Hayes 

Vice President: Becky O’Sullivan 

Secretary:  Linda Allred 

Treasurer:  Cheryl Shaughnessy 

Directors:  Bob Austin 

   Dave Burns 

   Marcie Connors 

   Chris Hardy 

   Kassie Kemp (New) 

 

The newest addition to the CGCAS Board 

will be Kassie Kemp. Kassie earned her Bachelor’s 

degree in Archaeology and Anthropology at Baylor 

University in Texas and is now an MA Candidate in 

Applied Anthropology with a concentration in 

Cultural Resource Management from the University 

of South Florida. She also enjoys using Geographic 

Information Systems (GIS) for which she received a 

Graduate Certificate. She is currently a Public 

Archaeology Coordinator at the Florida Public 

Archaeology Network’s West Central Regional 

Center. 

 

 
Kassie Kemp screening for artifacts at the Crystal River 

Archaeological Site. 
 

Longtime CGCAS Director Jeff Moates will 

be stepping down from the board this year. We 

would like to thank Jeff for all the support he has 

shown to CGCAS over the years. Whether it was 

helping conduct Boy Scout Merit Badge trainings, 

helping coordinate fieldtrips, or serving as 

entertainment director at our yearly picnic Jeff has 

always been willing to lend a helping hand. We hope 

to have you back on the board soon! 

 The final vote on the new slate of officers 

will take place at the Annual Board Election 

Meeting on June 7th. See the next story for more 

details. 

mailto:cgcas.postmaster@gmail.com


Annual Board Elections 

Meeting: Hope to See you There! 

 

 

Tiki Bar is not shown to scale. 

 

Join us for the annual election of the CGCAS 

Board, and celebrate with a get together at Marcie & 

Tom’s Tiki Bar! Details are below, for more 

information or to RSVP contact Marcie at 

TJCONNORS@VERIZON.NET 

 

When:       Sunday, June 7, 1:00 p.m. 

Where:      The Tiki Hut, Marcie & Tom’s house, 

19327 Wind Dancer St., Lutz 

Bring:        Your favorite beverage and covered 

dish to share 

 

The Florida Anthropological 

Society Conference and Annual 

Meeting is this Weekend! 

 

This year’s Florida Anthropological Society 

Conference and Annual Meeting is being hosted by 

Timesifters Archaeological Society in Sarasota this 

Friday through Sunday. This conference is open to 

all who are interested in Florida archaeology: both 

professionals and avocationals. The Friday reception 

will be held from 6:30-8:30 at the Charles Ringling 

Mansion (College Hall) on the campus of New 

College of Florida in Sarasota. You can still register 

for the conference sessions on Saturday by checking 

out this link: 

http://box669.bluehost.com/~timesift/?page_id=14

06. Many other CGCAS members will be in 

attendance, hope to see you there! 

 

 

CGCAS Fieldtrip to the Gulf 

Beaches Historical Museum  

 

Thanks so much to Linda for organizing this 

great fieldtrip and to Loren Blakely for serving as a 

wonderful tour guide! 

 

 
That’s one good looking group! 

 

 
Learning about some local history on a walking 

tour of beautiful Pass-a-Grille. 

 

 
A great way to end a great day: dinner and drinks 

at the Hurricane. 

mailto:TJCONNORS@VERIZON.NET
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Interview with an 

Archaeologist: Christina Perry 

Sampson 

 

By: Kassie Kemp 

 

Here is an interview with Christina Perry 

Sampson who received her B.A. from Barnard 

College in 2009 and is now currently a PhD 

candidate in Anthropological Archaeology at the 

University of Michigan. She has been conducting 

field work at the Weedon Island site for her 

dissertation. I asked her a few questions about her 

interest in archaeology and her work at Weedon 

Island and these are her responses. 

 

1. How did you get into archaeology? 

I actually decided to be an anthropologist 

when I was in high school, because I wanted to travel 

and write. Through my Anthropology courses, I 

gained an appreciation for the way the 

archaeological record made sense of how people 

interacted, formed groups, and got along or didn’t. I 

went to New Mexico to do archaeological survey, 

and I loved fieldwork—spending time outdoors, 

working as part of a team, and seeing new parts of 

the country. 

 

 
Christina gets to work out at the Weedon Island 

site. 

2. What drew you to work in Florida? What 

about Florida archaeology made you want to 

work here? 

In college I did an internship with the North 

American Lab of the American Museum of Natural 

History working in Georgia on coastal settlements 

and shell midden sites. Once I started graduate 

school I spent two field seasons at the Crystal River 

site, with Thomas Pluckhahn (University of South 

Florida) and Victor Thompson (University of 

Georgia). Florida has so many remarkable 

archaeological sites, but a lot of them were 

researched most extensively in the early and mid-

twentieth century, and we are always developing 

new research goals and methodologies. I liked the 

idea of being able to contribute to a more detailed 

story about a site and a region, building on existing 

research but also learning things that were new and 

surprising.  

 

3. Why is Weedon Island an important site and 

how is it connected to the rest of the Southeast? 

Weedon Island was a place where people 

were often at the edge of things, but sometimes that’s 

a really interesting place to be. The site became well 

known after two Smithsonian archaeologists 

excavated a burial mound and recovered many 

decorated ceramic vessels that had been interred 

with the bodies as a form of mortuary ritual. These 

jars and bowls were characteristic of what came to 

be known as Weeden Island culture, but it turned out 

that Weedon Island was one of the southernmost 

sites where they were making use of this pottery. It’s 

interesting to me to think about how people at 

Weedon Island got involved with a culture and with 

these practices that we now see as having a much 

stronger presence in northern Florida and southern 

Georgia and Alabama. Were they traveling to these 

places, or getting ahold of pottery that was being 

traded south? Why did they decide to start practicing 

a new mortuary tradition, and did everyone 

participate in this new practice equally? 

The time period of the area where I’m 

excavating is actually a few hundred years later, 

starting at around A.D. 900 during the beginning of 

what’s called the Mississippian Period across the 

Southeast. For this time period, Weedon Island is a 

relatively well preserved example of a residential 

site—a place where we can learn about how people 

organized their day-to-day activities. This is 

important because during this time people were 



making big changes in their daily lives in other parts 

of the Southeast, as they started to farm maize and 

accumulate surpluses of that grain, which 

contributed to new forms of wealth and relationships 

to the land. In the Tampa Bay area, people were still 

fishing, hunting, and collecting wild foods. At the 

same time, we know they were involved with 

Mississippians, trading things like large whelk 

shells, and constructing new mounds at home. So 

one question I am looking at is whether people living 

at Weedon Island during this time were changing in 

other ways, for instance by participating unequally 

in regional trade, or if some families were able to 

exercise more control over food and labor, even 

without intensive agriculture. 

 

4. What are you doing out at the site? What are 

you focusing on? 

I am excavating domestic contexts, which 

means a lot of trash and remains that accumulated 

when people were processing their food, discarding 

broken pots, and sometimes just dropping something 

and losing track of it. The specific area where I am 

working is next to some ridges of midden that are 

really obviously mounded on the surface. It’s likely 

that even though people were depositing material on 

that ridge, they were also conducting a lot of daily 

living activities in the areas adjacent to it, which is 

where I have been excavating. 

 

 
A view of one of the excavation units Christina 

opened up during her fieldwork at the site. 

 

5. What do you hope to learn? 

I am working in a couple of different areas of 

the site because I want to make comparisons across 

them to see if everyone is eating the same things, or 

if some people have food that’s “better,” and to look 

at other ways that people may or may not have 

access to the same things as their neighbors. 

 

6. How will what you learn inform us about the 

people who once lived there? 

I am interested in variation among the people 

who lived at Weedon Island. It’s important to think 

about what people at a site were doing differently 

from each other, as well as the ways they were 

collaborating, because that’s how all communities 

work. I hope that what I learn at Weedon Island will 

contribute to a picture of some of the big trends of 

the time period in terms of foodways, trade, and 

domestic practice. But we will also get to see how 

life was organized within one particular community. 

 

7. You are still in the middle of this research, so 

what is your next step in the project? 

After I finish excavations, I will be sorting, 

analyzing, and cataloging artifacts. Some of the 

material will be analyzed by specialists, like the 

animal bones; I am in the process of applying for 

grants to fund that now. I will also be running 

radiocarbon dates to get a more exact idea of the 

occupation and see which areas were lived in at the 

same time. As I pull together all of the data, I’ll be 

using it to write my dissertation over the next two 

years or so. 

 

8. Are you coming back to Weedon Island? 

I have two short field seasons planned right 

now—in June and then at the end of November into 

early December. I’ll be around for about three weeks 

each time.  

 

9. What was your favorite part of being a 

temporary Florida resident? 

During my most recent field season (in 

February and March), I appreciated getting to 

experience the Florida sun while everything was 

gray and frozen back in Michigan. I also love 

visiting the ocean, even on colder days. When I’m in 

Florida I live on the Weedon Island Preserve, which 

means I get to see a lot of wildlife, like large 

predatory birds that fly over the house with fish in 

their mouths. 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Events 

 

Cemetery Resource Protection Training (CRPT) 

Conference 

Tuesday & Wednesday, June 2-3, 2015  

 

 
 

Join us for the second Cemetery Resource Protection 

Training Conference June 2nd and 3rd in DeLand, 

FL! Registration cost is $60, for all presentations and 

training sessions, keynote and award reception at the 

Athens Theater, and conference materials including 

a t-shirt. We are excitied to announce two tracks this 

year: an introductory session for those new to CRPT 

and an advanced topics session for alumni. Hands-

on demonstrations of preservation techniques such 

as headstone cleaning, headstone resetting, and 

ground penetrating radar are open to all participants. 

Check out the preliminary program at the link below 

to learn more about the presentations and 

demonstrations. 

 

http://fpan.us/workshops/CRPT.php 

 

 

Archaeology Works: Little Salt Spring 

Saturday, June 13, 2015 from 1:00 – 3:00pm 

 

 
 

How do we know so much about Florida’s earliest 

peoples and the environment they lived in? 

 

 
 

Come on out to the Morgan Family Center to learn 

all about Little Salt Spring and the past peoples who 

lived there. Explore Little Salt Spring with hands-on 

activities and demonstrations so you can investigate 

the past like an archaeologist! This free workshop is 

appropriate for all ages and backgrounds. All 

children will receive a Junior Archaeologist, Little 

Salt Spring Activity Booklet. For more info go to: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/4012305467465

85/  

 

WHERE:  Morgan Family Community Center 

6207 West Price Blvd 

North Port, Florida 19808

http://fpan.us/workshops/CRPT.php
https://www.facebook.com/events/401230546746585/
https://www.facebook.com/events/401230546746585/


CGCAS Officers\Directors 

President    Dawn Hayes        hayes.dawn@gmail.com 

Vice Pres.   Becky O’Sullivan       rosulliv@usf.edu 

Secretary    Linda Allred        all@tampabay.rr.com 

Treasurer    Cheryl Shaughnessy       shaughnc@me.com 

Directors    Marcie Connors        tjconnors@verizon.net 

             Jeff Moates        jmoates@usf.edu 

 Dave Burns        dbburns73@gmail.com 

  Bob Austin        bob@searchinc.com 

  Chris Hardy        kasotagirl@yahoo.com 

Membership   Cheryl Shaughnessy 

Web Master   Amelia Dall        dall.amelia@gmail.com 

Newsletter   Becky O’Sullivan     E-mail:  rosulliv@usf.edu 

Editorial Assistants        Bob Austin, Dave Burns 

 

 
The Society 

 

 The Central Gulf Coast Archaeological 

Society (CGCAS) is an association of amateur 

and professional archaeologists and concerned 

citizens dedicated to the preservation and 

interpretation of Florida’s great cultural heritage.  

CGCAS is a chapter of the Florida 

Anthropological Society (FAS) and is a state 

chartered non-profit organization.  All 

contributions are tax deductible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Membership 

 

 Membership is open to anyone with a 

sincere interest in the cultural past of Florida and 

who is dedicated to the understanding and 

preservation of that heritage. 

 Amateurs, professionals and concerned     

citizens are welcomed as members. Membership is 

yearly and all dues are payable in January. Contact 

Cheryl Shaughnessy at P.O. Box 1563 Pinellas 

Park, FL 33780 

 
Dues 

 Individual $20.00 

  Student  $10.00 

  Family  $25.00 
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